
Central Council 25 – 26 May 2014 in Maidstone, Kent  

Ray Ballard, Jan and Tim Hine, the three new NSACR reps, attended. The event was very well 
organised by the Kent County Association.  

The formal proceedings began with a welcome to new council members in Headcorn Village Hall on 
Sunday 25 May.  A buffet lunch was provided and new members were given the opportunity to talk 
to members of the various committees.  

This was followed by the Ringing Foundation AGM.   The impression gained was that of a group in 
transition with the resignation of Tim Davis, first as director and later as secretary.  Several questions 
were asked about finances.   However, on the positive side, this was a group that was passionate in 
its aims and confident in finding the funding to move forward.  

 

Central Council AGM : This was held in the Headquarters hotel in Bearsted on Monday 26 May. After 
the opening prayers we worked through the long agenda. (See Ringing World p427).  

Council elected  two new life members: Alan Frost and David Kelly. The resolution to create a new 
office of Public Relations Officer was passed.  The PRO will be an ex-officio member of the Public 
Relations Committee. It is envisaged that the post holder, when eventually appointed, will be the 
first point of contact for the media.  

Controversial proposals from the Methods Committee were eventually approved.  Council also 
decided, under AOB, that there should be a fundamental review of the “Decisions” to identify a 
better way forward. 

Members heard a report on “Change Ringing for the Future” from Elva Ainsworth and Chris Mew.  
This will be followed up by a special meeting of the Admin Committee in July.  

Council went on to Committee Reports and election of members to committees.  Tim was elected to 
the Education Committee and Frank Beech was thanked for his input to the Bell Restoration 
Committee.  Almost all committee posts were filled.  

This was Kate Flavell’s last meeting as Chair; Chris Mew now takes over.  

The Ringing World meeting was also held on Monday 26 May.  The chairman, Nigel Herriott, 
reported a loss of £5040 for the year.  Circulation is falling with a loss of 133 subscribers – higher 
than previous years.  The Board are aware that this is the sixth year that they have reported a loss 
and that this can’t continue; they are taking steps to minimise costs and are drawing up a new 
business model.  A tablet version of the paper is being worked on and Bellboard is being further 
developed as a means of submitting electronic copy.  The RW Youth Contest, held in York, was 
successful.  

 

Ray Ballard, Jan and Tim Hine 


