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IT’S SUMMER!  

Summer is here 
and we are on 
year 2 of Covid 
restrictions. I, like 
many others, 
have had my 2nd 

lockdown 
birthday and 

again like many, experienced months 
without ringing.  

I’m in the tower at All Saints in Dilhorne.  
From above, there are 6 ropes descending 
onto our ground floor ringing chamber.  
Once upon a time, pre-Covid, we had mats 
on the floor to save the ropes.  No longer.  
We have a couple of pews around the edge 
of the room, which used to have burgundy 
pew cushions on – for our visitors, or those 
standing out waiting for a turn.  Like the 
mats, the cushions have been excluded, 
because of Covid-19.  Like many other 
towers, we have chalk boards to write up 
our methods, a clock to remind us not to 
over-run on practice nights, a miniature 
bell and ropes to explain to visitors and 
beginners the whole concept of ringing, 
boxes tucked under the pews to give 
height to the needy, and books in the 
book-case from notables like Chris Adams, 
a mainstay in our Association for many 
years, and in our tower for the past few 
years.  I look around the tower with 
familiarity, but that’s not all I feel.   

In the days prior to 2020 when the world 
seemed busy and full and fun, I rang in this 
tower, not always confidently, not able to 
do plain hunt (whoever called it plain hunt 
needs to chat to me….) and I loved it.  After 
a life-time of not creating music, (the choir 
wouldn’t have me, playing an instrument 
wasn’t an option), now I was able to make 
music, albeit with a 800+ pound bell that 
had to be rung with others.   

I remember the early days, when I learned 
the handstroke and the backstroke, 
discovering straight away that it was an 
unfamiliar movement, a mystery for my 
inexperienced brain.  Under the guidance 
of Chris, (and others), I felt I was building 
confidence (sometimes not breathing so 
not always effective), until sometimes the 
rope would bounce around the place like a 
wild stallion.  One thing I had learned: 
never let go!  The resulting scenario which 
was painted quite vividly for me, in which 
the rope could whip around the room like 
a roller coaster, seriously damaging other 
ringers and the complicated construction 
up above that keeps the bells in place, 
worried me greatly.  This memory has 
always stuck with me.  Now, it is all I can 
think of, as I return to bell ringing practice 
and my hands feel less than capable of 
holding the ropes and guiding the beloved 
bells. 

Eventually, those few years ago, I did learn 
to handle the ropes and I remembered to 
breathe. I learned how to ring with others, 
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to control my bell and to ring the bells up 
and down, learned call changes 
confidently and drove teachers mad as my 
sluggish brain refused to understand plain 
hunt.  My fear was abating. 

Then COVID-19 closed our Churches and I, 
with others, had to make do with online 
meetings and catch ups.  I was encouraged 
to think about practices online but the 
knowledge that this would probably 
involve more mathematics than I could 
shake a stick at bothered me.  As a result, I 
never joined in with the ringing apps, 
virtual towers, or learning methods at 
home.   In the glorious summer of 2020 our 
band was able to meet outdoors (yes, 
socially distanced) and do some handbells;  
it was great fun, not just the ringing of the 
bells and the satisfaction from hearing a 
tune, but from the camaraderie of our 
band meeting up once again, enjoying 
cakes and picnics in the soft summer 
afternoon in one of our gardens, or at the 
local park, tucked away. 

Fast forward, almost half-way through 
2021, and (for a lot of us), two vaccinations 
later, we have had permission to go back 
into our towers – not all of us however.  I 
am filled with dread at returning.  My fear 
is palpable.  How to ring up, how to ring 
down?  Will I let go?  (Of course NOT!)  Just 
to do decent rounds will be a feat, never 
mind complete the beautiful changes.  And 
I take comfort from the message that 
ringers who are much more experienced 
than me and who have had the break from 
ringing that I have had, are also meeting 
the return to ringing with varying degrees 
of trepidation.   

Anxious or exhilarated, (or both), it will be 
SO good for all of us to get back to ringing.  
And I think we must all be busy with the 
returning to ringing, or planning that 

return, because we haven’t had much 
news to share with you this time around.   

Lydia and I hope that you enjoy this 
summer’s edition of Clappertrappings.  
Here’s to a very enjoyable summer, one 
that is filled with constant good news 
about the virus and how we in Britain 
continue to have it under control, 
anticipating a return to a degree of 
normality, with masses of ringing taking 
place, meaning there will be such a lot of 
news that we can report on in the next 
edition of Clappertrappings. 

Helen & Lydia 
Helen Thurstan and Lydia Ernest, Editors.   

 
CENTRAL COUNCIL 
BUSINESS 
https://cccbr.org.uk 
The Central Council have published draft 
guidance for the period from 17th May to 
21st June. 

The key points are: 
 Rule of Six applies indoors; 
 Hands - Space - Face rules apply; 
 Lateral Flow Tests - twice weekly; 
 Good tower ventilation; 
 Restrict ringing time to 45 minutes. 

Please check out more guidance here: 
Guidance from 17th May – England – CCCBR 

ART and the CCCBR are hosting a series of 
online presentations focused on ringing 

https://cccbr.org.uk
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recovery starting on Saturday 8 May. To 
register for one or more of the online 
events go to:  
http://ringingteachers.org/news/articles/book-
your-place-recovery-convention 

 
NSACR 
Your Association needs you!  
A reminder that we are looking for Central 
Council Reps from the Association 
Members.  If you would like to find out 
more what a Rep does, then please talk to 

Tim or Jan 
Hine, who 

are 
currently 

our Reps, 
and both at 
Stafford. 

 

Up-coming Events 

Fri 14th May 
Online Six Bell Practice 
 
Mon 17th May 
Alton Online Practice 
 
Wed 19th May 
Ringing Room Practice 
 

Fri        21st          May 
Online Six Bell Practice 

 

5th June - Caverswall (6)  

Afternoon ringing 3-5pm, Tea and 
Quarterly Business Meeting 
 
3rd July - Stoke (10)  
Evening Ringing 7-9pm 
 
7th August - Cheddleton (6)  

Walk 11-12.30pm, Pub Lunch 12.30-
2.30pm and Ringing 2.30-4pm 
 

4th September - Broughton (8)  

Evening Ringing 7pm - 8.30pm 

 

2nd October - Barlaston (6)  

Afternoon Ringing 3pm - 5pm, Tea and 
BM 5pm - 6.30pm, Evening Ringing 
6.30pm-8pm 
 

6th November - Rolleston (8)  
Afternoon Ringing 2-4pm 
 

4th or 11th December - Stafford (12) 

Afternoon Ringing 3pm-5pm, Service, Tea, 
AGM & BM 5pm-7.15pm, Evening Ringing 
7.15pm-8.30pm 
A reminder if you are booking teas or lunches at 
events, this should be done 3-4 days prior to the 
date. 

 

 
NEW APPOINTMENT 
Introducing Liz Fitzgibbon, our 
new Treasurer   

I am Liz, and I 
have recently 

been 
appointed as 
treasurer for 
the NSACR 
with the 

unenviable 
task of 
following on 
from Lisa 
Horritt who 
has done such 

http://ringingteachers.org/news/articles/book-
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a great job during her tenure. Thank you, 
Lisa for holding the fort for an extra few 
months until I had the opportunity to take 
on the role. 

I ring at St Leonard’s Church Ipstones and I 
am fairly new to ringing.  Before lockdown, 
I had been to some NSACR meetings so 
some of you will recognise me as that 
strange Irishwoman who comes along with 
Lucy Naish from time to time! 

My day job is as a Chartered Tax Adviser 
helping people with all manner of things 
tax related and this last year has been 
particularly hectic with furlough claims 
and all manner of Covid grant applications. 
With my background in finance I hope I will 
prove a suitable candidate for treasurer! 
(She definitely will: WELCOME from all of us Liz: 
Ed) 

 

TALK FROM THE TOWERS 

St James, Barton under 
Needwood - Jill Rogers 

 Since early May last year we have held 
Zoom and Ringing Room meetings for the 
St James tower members. We struggled 
with numbers as three of our regulars 
couldn’t come for health and technological 
reasons. On the other hand we 
occasionally “met up” with a member of 

our band who moved to Worcester a 
couple of years ago! The introduction of 
Wheatley recently helped enormously but 
when we haven’t been able to meet, some 
have enjoyed joining Ian Slater’s meeting 
each week and have made progress, 
including Theo who has mastered Reverse 
Canterbury Doubles. We are grateful to 
Ian, Tim Hine, Chris Adams and Geoff 
Horritt who have supported us with timely 
instructions when we need it. 

After a risk assessment using the Central 
Council’s guidance we decided we could 
ring for Sunday services as our ringing 
room is open to the nave and with the 
door left open a howling draught 
ventilates the space. The ropes are all a 
meter apart so we ring on 4 bells. 
Government guidance permitting we are 
planning a full practice on Wednesday 
23rd June and probably a mini party before 
and afterwards. Before for the teenagers 
and afterwards in the pub! With the 
exception of the youngsters who get 
tested regularly, we will all be fully 
vaccinated so we feel we are being 
cautious and safe. 

 
News from Keele - Phil Gay 
There was no ringing at Keele from 
Christmas until Easter, when the Mellor 
family again rang the front three. After 
that we tolled for the Duke of Edinburgh 
on two consecutive Saturdays, and Sunday 
ringing started again on April 25th, again by 
the Mellors. The good news is that we shall 
soon be able to ring more than three. The 
St Martins Guild Wednesday talks have 
continued to be excellent, with an 
interesting one by David Hull on Bells and 
Music followed by one by Tom Westley on 
his company’s entry into bell founding. 
When he described the high-level science 
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which is now used by Westley’s, my 
reaction was amazement that in the past 
bell founders have done so well without 
knowing the science. Very similar to the 
mediaeval cathedral builders not knowing 
the structural engineering. 

I have volunteered to be a recovery 
champion for the cluster of bands I 
regularly ring with. This does not really 
represent a change from what I have been 
doing for a long time. The survival and 
recovery plans being put forward by the 
Central Council and ART are impressive, 
but in my view no more than we should 
already have been doing. It’s amazing 
what effect a national emergency can 
have. I sometimes wonder whether in five 
or ten years’ time, hindsight will say that 
Covid was just what ringing needed. 

In December I reported that I was 
remodelling the small ring of six which I 
have collected. The tenor was not quite 
the right note, with no possibility of 
further tuning, so I decided to dispose of it 
and turn the front five into a six. I 
advertised the bell on the Keltek website, 
and it will be going to Whalley Abbey, the 
Blackburn Diocese retreat centre. 

On April 28th I watched another St Martin’s 
Guild talk. Chris Pickford dealt with the 
history of the three bell foundries which 
operated in Birmingham in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
They were similar in that all belonged to 
companies whose main activity was more 
general non-ferrous foundry work, and 
two of them are represented in North 
Staffordshire. Charles Carr originated in 
Cheadle, and then operated in Fenton 
before moving to Smethwick, which 
possibly explains why he was chosen to 
supply the bells for newly-built Christ 
Church Fenton. He also cast the three at 

Stafford Castle Church and one bell at 
Adbaston and Church Leigh. Barwells cast 
four of the five bells at Standon. The Blews 
foundry cast no bells in our area. 

We received more sad news on May 5th 
when we heard of the death of Sue Fraser 
who was a member of the Keele band from 
1964 until 1978. She then gave up tower 
bell ringing, but more recently had joined 
the Alton Handbell Ringers. 

 
Ellastone, St Peter’s 
Hilary Dowson 
Here in Ellastone, we have just started to 
ring again at the end of April. We checked 
the bells and the tower, although we have 
been in regularly to cure a leak and remove 
trapped birds!  We comprise 3 couples, so 
we are ringing just two bells in our couples 
as some sort of practice and to rebuild our 
ringing muscles!  

We all first started to ring in 
November 2018, which 
means that, as we had to 
stop in March 2020, just 16 
months after we started, we have almost 
NOT rung for as long as we have actually 
rung!  

There is an urgent need to practice as we 
have been asked to ring for a wedding on 
21 May, just 4 days after we should be able 
to ring together as a 6. Currently we are 
just trying to refresh our memories as to 
how to ring up, ring down and ring safely, 
so if we manage rounds that sound 
reasonably in time, we shall feel we have 
succeeded. 

We have warned the villagers that there 
will be quite a lot of practising going on 
that week. It is a big tribute to the great 
teaching that we received prior to lock 
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down that we can remember how to ring 
at all, thank you Alan (Walters)! 

 

A funny thing about the bells 
at Ellastone 

Did you know 
that two of 
them are 
older than the 
Church Tower 
in which they 
reside?  The 
Tower is 
dated 1586 
but two of the 
bells are 

remarkably 
old – they are 

dated 1502 and 1525. They could have 
been from an earlier tower, but it 
is believed they were moved from the 
Priory of Calwich by John Fleetwood, the 
new owner.  He bought the closed Priory 
in 1543 and made it a home. Old 
documents record that “he made a parlour 
of the chancel, a hall of the church and a 
kitchen of the steeple”. Bells would no 
longer have been needed there, so they 
were most likely moved and installed 
when John Fleetwood built the Church 
Tower some forty years later. 

 
Biddulph, St Lawrence 
John Hazeldine 
As for everyone, it’s been a very quiet time 
in the belfry.  We at St Lawrence Church, 
Biddulph, hope to start ringing on the 23rd 
May as there are weddings to ring for in 
the summer, so we need the practice.  A 
little maintenance has been done over the 
last 12 months, and again like everybody, 
we could do with new blood in the tower. 

But still, all is good for the moment, God 
bless all! 

HAUGHTON BELLS 
Trevor (from Haughton) emailed us to say 
that we were very welcome to have a look 
at Haughton’s website to see if there was 
anything of interest there for ClapTraps.   
So, I had a look, found lots of information, 
but particularly liked this little snippet 
about their bells. 

‘The oldest bell in Haughton’s tower dates 
back to 1611.  Four bells were added in 
1897 giving a ring of 5.  In 1998 the bells 
were rehung and an extra treble was 
added to give them the ring of 6 they have 
today.’ 

As an aside, we know that Ipswich has very 
old bells at 1440, but apparently there are 
older ones …. some of you probably know 
that fact better than we do.   

Haughton have their own website 
dedicated to bell ringing and you can 
subscribe to get news direct, or if you want 
to submit news, they will be happy to hear 
from you.  (We have missed the plant sale, 
but we’re still in time to start art classes, 
which I am considering!)    

See Haughton’s new site, subscribe for the 
latest News from Haughton: 

www.thebellringers.org.uk 

Helen Thurstan 

 

MARGARET JONES 
Very sadly, in February 2021, Margaret 
was taken to hospital with a brain seizure.  
An MRI scan showed her to have a brain 
tumour. She spent the last days of her life 
in Katherine House Hospice in Stafford 
where she passed away peacefully on 12th 
March.  Her funeral took place at Stafford 

http://www.thebellringers.org.uk
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Crematorium and as only 30 people were 
allowed in a few had to remain outside. 
The service was conducted by Father 
Richard Grigson, rector of St. Mary’s, 
Stafford, where Margaret rang.  Phil Gay, 
who knew Margaret from her time at 
Keele, gave the eulogy and there was a 
reading of ‘In Memoriam’ (Alfred Lord 
Tennyson) read by Warren Griffiths of 
Eccleshall.  The only reference to bells in 
the Bible (Exodus 28.35) was read by Pat 
Jones. 

 
Selwyn, Margaret’s husband, tells us more 
about the life and times of Margaret, who 
was born in near Wrexham in North Wales, 
the only child of Gwyllam and Peggy Jones.   

Margaret was born on 13 August 1948, 
being one of the earliest babies born on 
the NHS.  She spent the first 3 years of her 
life there before moving to Stoke-on-Trent 
where her parents had first met so that her 
father could find work. 

After her A-level studies at Brownhills 
Grammar School Margaret went to Keele 
University on a four-year course gaining a 
degree in physics and chemistry. It was 

whilst at Keele that Margaret learnt to ring 
and spent a great deal of time at university 
ringing at local towers in the area. 

After graduating in 1971 Margaret moved 
to Stafford where she got a job teaching 
science at Riverway Girls’ School. She 
joined the local Stafford band and took 
part in the first peal by a local band 
(Yorkshire Major). 

Margaret met Selwyn at a mutual friend’s 
party in Birmingham in 1973 and it wasn’t 
long before she persuaded Selwyn to learn 
to ring. Margaret went abroad for the first 
time with Selwyn to see his brother who 
was working at Dar-es-Salaam University 
in Tanzania. The trip cemented their 
relationship and the couple married in 
January 1974 at Christ Church, Tunstall, 
Stoke-on-Trent – because it had bells! 

The couple set up their first home together 
in Northfield, Birmingham as Margaret 
was starting a Cert. Ed. Course at 
Shenstone College, Bromsgrove and 
Selwyn was working at Birmingham 
University. Whilst living there they rang at 
Harborne. 

Margaret taught science for four terms at 
Bartley Green School in Birmingham but 
moved back to Stafford when Selwyn got a 
job in Wolverhampton. Margaret got a job 
teaching at Walton High School in Stafford 
teaching physics and science subjects. 

Ringing was Margaret’s main pastime, 
ringing her first peal of doubles at Keele in 
1970. In total Margaret rang 394 peals, the 
vast majority of which were rung for the 
North Staffs Association (347). 369 of them 
were with Selwyn. Brian Burrows and 
Selwyn called 87 each of these peals. 228 
of these peals were on 8, mostly surprise, 
including 5 peals of 23 spliced all the work. 



8 | P a g e  

From 1980 onward Margaret organised 
monthly peals at St Peter’s, Broughton and 
she rang a total of 107 peals here. 
Margaret was also an active member of 
the North Staffs Association and was its 
secretary for 16 years and also its ringing 
master for 3 years. She organised 12 bell 
practices at Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

Apart from ringing Margaret also had a 
passion for breeding Abyssinian cats. She 
showed her cat at cat shows and this 
included entering the Supreme Cat Show – 
the cat equivalent to Crufts. 

Margaret also liked walking in scenic 
places like the Peak District and Cannock 
Chase and enjoyed gardening and cooking. 
She enjoyed watching Rugby Union and 
would always support Wales in the 
international matches. Margaret enjoyed 
foreign holidays as long as there were 
places of interest to see. Apart from many 
European destinations Margaret went to 
the USA, China, Australia, Jordan, India, 
Zambia and South Africa. 

The trip to South Africa was to celebrate 
her and Selwyn’s Ruby wedding in January 
2014. Shortly after that trip, Margaret was 
diagnosed with lung cancer and given 6 
months to live.  Fortunately she was able 
to have drug treatment which kept the 
cancer at bay.  She kept quiet about this as 
she didn’t want people make a fuss and 
outwardly nobody would know any 
different. Recently Margaret started to 
have co-ordination issues and she 
reluctantly gave up ringing. The last major 
piece of ringing was for Gordon Banks’ 
funeral at Stoke Minster in March 2019. 

Margaret will be remembered for her 
ringing abilities and good striking. She was 
also a great encouragement to new and 
developing ringers. She was not able to 
hear the new Stafford 12 due to the 

pandemic delaying the installation, but her 
legacy lives on in one of the new bells for 
their augmentation to 12.  

A memorial service will be held for 
Margaret later in the year at St Mary’s 
Stafford. 

Selwyn Jones 

 
NSACR 100 CLUB 
A reminder that the Association runs the 
100 Club to raise funds for the Bell 
Restoration Fund.  The way it works is that 
members pay a subscription of £12 and are 
entered into 5 draws through the year. 
There are four prize draws, usually at 
business meetings, and one Superdraw at 
the Association's AGM. If fully subscribed 
the first prize will be £50 at the prize draws 
and £100 at the super draw. 

Joining, and so helping to support the Bell 
Restoration Fund, is simple. Just click the 
download an enrolment form from our 
website, print a copy, fill it in and return 
the form to the 100 Club Organiser; 
(details on our website). 

Winners for March 2021 – congrats! 

1st  Ray Daw – Stoke Minster 
2nd Lisa Horritt – Stafford 
3rd Jan Hine – Stafford 
4th  John Hall – Stoke Minster  
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BAKED SMOKED COD OR 
HADDOCK AND CIDER PIE 

Ingredients 
350g new potatoes, or as many as you like 
40g butter 
2 leeks approximately 150g 
1 clove garlic finely chopped 
1 heaped dessert spoon plain flour 
11tsp mustard 
250 ml dry cider 
150ml crème fresh or single or double cream 
250g smoked haddock or smoked cod, skinned 
and deboned, cut into chunks 
50g Gruyere cheese, grated 
 
Method 

Boil the potatoes until soft, cool. 

Melt a large knob of better in a frying pan, 
add the sliced leeks and garlic, cook slowly 
until soft. 

Add the flour and cook for approximately 
1 minute, then slowly add the cider stirring 
continually until the sauce is smooth.  
Slowly pour in the crème fresh or cream, 
add the mustard. Stir in the fish. 

Slice the potatoes into rounds the 
thickness of a pound coin, lay on top of the 
fish mix. 

Dot with the remaining butter, and 
sprinkle over the cheese. 

Bake in the over 170o – 180o for 
approximately 30 minutes, until the pie is 
piping hot and browning on the top. 

Enjoy! Margaret Carnall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
 

All information can be found on our website.  It is 
recommended that you check the website 
regularly in case of any changes to events and 
updates on the Pandemic and returning to 
ringing.     

Keep up-to-date with events and news online at 
https://www.nsacr.org.uk/

 

https://www.nsacr.org.uk/

